
 

 
BROWN COUNTY PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 

March 8, 2016 
 

The Brown County Planning & Zoning Commission held their regularly scheduled public meeting on March 8, 
2016 at 9:00 am in the Commissioners Room 204 of the Brown County Courthouse. Commission members 
present: Andrew Lochner, Anita Mohr, Brian Tohal, Leo Wilfahrt, and Commissioner Dennis Potter. Also present: 
Charles Hanson, County Attorney; Laine Sletta, Zoning Administrator; Joan Doss, Asst. Zoning Administrator. 
Members of the public included: Brian Mathiowetz, Pat Mohr, Deanna Mohr, Paul Kuehn, Denise Kuehn, Scott 
Kuehn. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Lochner at 9:00 am. 
 
A motion was made by Tohal and seconded by Mohr to approve the minutes, with noted corrections, of the 
February 17, 2016 meeting as submitted.  The motion passed unanimously 5-0. 
 
The first item of business was a Conditional Use Permit Application #APP-C-0006 by Larson Turkeys, Craig Larson 
& Clay Larson owners, on property described as Part of NE4, Sec18-Twp108N-R30W, Linden Township, Brown 
County, for the purpose to renew existing CUP #C-00124 to continue to allow up to 830AU (62000 head, 40000 
over 5lbs & 22000 under 5lbs) in a turkey brooder and finishing operation located in the A-1 Agricultural 
Protection Zoning District.     
  

Discussion: Sletta provided background on the application.  Wilfahrt asked how they handle the dead 
birds.  Sletta noted he believed composting in a pile visible from the aerial photo attachments.   

 
Motion was made by Tohal and seconded by Mohr to recommend approval to the County Board with 
conditions as stated in the meeting materials.   

 
The motion passed unanimously on a 5-0 vote. 
 
The second item of business was Preliminary Plat Application APP-P-0003.  A Single Lot split by Jon & Janice 
Schauman known as Schauman Subdivision on property described as part of the SE4 of SE4, Sec09-Twp109N-
R33W, Leavenworth Township, Brown County.  Parcel being platted is currently an existing homestead being 
expanded on the South side.  
 

Discussion:    Sletta provided background, and Tohal asked if the land was trading hands at all.  Sletta 
mentioned it was moving from a father to his son.  

 
Motion was made by Potter and seconded by Tohal to recommend approval to the County Board  

 
The motion passed unanimously on a 5-0 vote. 
 
The third item of business was Final Plat Application #App-P-0002    (P-00191 old permit software) 
A single Lot split by Dave Schauer known as Schauer Second Subdivision on property described as part of E2 of 
SE4, Sec36-Twp109N-R31W, Sigel Township, Brown County.  Parcel being platted is currently an existing 
homestead being split from tillable ground. 
 
 



 

Discussion:   Sletta provided background on the plat.  Tohal asked for clarification if the interior property 
line would be removed, making it just one parcel.  Sletta noted, yes, the plat will be one parcel. 

 
Motion was made by Wilfahrt and seconded by Potter to recommend approval to the County Board. 

 
The motion passed unanimously on a 5-0 vote. 
 
 
The fourth item of business was a Conditional Use Permit Application #APP-C-0003 by Ted Anderson, James 
Anderson owner, on property described as part of the SE4, Sec14-Twp108N-R34W, Bashaw Township, Brown 
County, for the purpose to  renew existing CUP #C-00121 to continue to allow up to 900 AU (900 Head) of Beef 
Cattle in the A-1 Agricultural Protection Zoning District..   
 

Discussion:  Sletta provided background on the application.  Wilfahrt asked if the timeframe to deal with 
dead animals was new.  Sletta mentioned it was a standard set forth by the MPCA, and larger dead 
animals need to be addressed quicker than smaller animals. 
 
Motion was made by Tohal and seconded by Potter to recommend approval to the County Board with 
conditions as stated in the meeting materials. 

 
The motion passed unanimously on a 5-0 vote. 
 
The fifth item of business was Final Plat Application #P-00186.  A Multi Lot (2) split by Scott & Betty Lou Nelson 
known as Nelson’s Third Subdivision on property described as part of NW4 of SE4, Sec15-Twp108N-R30W, 
Linden Township, Brown County.  Parcels being platted are currently one building site separating from tillable 
ground into two lots in the A-1 Agricultural Protection Zoning District.   

 
Discussion:  Sletta provided background and noted that the driveway easement is ready to be recorded 
with the plat.   
 
Motion was made by Wilfahrt and seconded by Mohr to recommend approval to the County Board 

 
The motion passed unanimously on a 5-0 vote. 
 
The sixth item of business was a Conditional Use Permit Application #APP-C-0003 Application by Pat & Deanna 
Mohr on property described as part of N2 of N2, Sec27-Twp108N-R31W, Lake Hanska Township, Brown County, 
for the purpose to renew existing CUP #C-00109 to continue to allow up to 1200 AU (4000 head) in a hog 
finishing operation located in the A-1 Agricultural Protection Zoning District. 

 
Discussion: Sletta provided background on the application.  Tohal mentioned the site looks very well 
kept, and asked how they take care of the dead animals.  Pat Mohr said they compost the dead animals, 
and that he has not heard of any complaints. 
 
Motion was made by Mohr and seconded by Potter to recommend approval to the County Board with 
conditions as stated in the meeting materials. 

 
The motion passed unanimously on a 5-0 vote. 
 



 

The seventh item of business was Conditional Use Permit Application #APP-C-0005 by Ladd Demolition & 
Aggregates, application by Keith Olson with Brian Mathiowetz representing on property described as part of 
NE4, Sec13-Twp109N-R33W, Leavenworth Township, Brown County, for the purpose to renew the current CUP 
#C-00219 to continue use of property as demolition landfill compliant with MPCA rules for disposal of 
demolition & earthen material all located in the A-1 Agricultural Protection Zoning District.   

 
Discussion:  Sletta gave background from last month’s meeting.  He also noted that Mr. Kotten’s 
complaints last month were about the mining portion of the land, not the demolition landfill that is 
being renewed at this time.  Sletta also noted there is no specific setback for mining from a property line 
like Mr. Kotten had mentioned.  Tohal asked for clarification that the complaints were not relevant to 
this current application and that the property has two different Conditional Use Permits.  Sletta 
confirmed these statements.   
 
Motion was made by Potter and seconded by Tohal to recommend approval to the County Board with 
conditions as stated in the meeting materials. 

 
The motion passed unanimously on a 5-0 vote. 
 
The eighth item of business was Preliminary Plat Application #APP-P-0004.   A Multi Lot (2) split by Paul Kuehn 
known as Kuehn Fourth Subdivision on property described as part of NE4, Sec03-Twp109N-R30W, Cottonwood 
Township, Brown County.  Parcels being platted are currently Shoreland and crop ground being split into two 
lots in the A-1 Agricultural/Shoreland Protection Zoning District. 
 

Discussion: Sletta provided background on the plat and noted the river and the railroad created the 
conditions for the odd shaped parcels.  Mohr asked about the building setbacks from the river.  Sletta 
noted that it is 75 feet for a septic system and currently 150 feet for a home, but our current ordinance 
revisions include a change to this setback, which will be addressed next month.  Mohr asked if they have 
had any issues with erosion and flooding.  Paul Kuehn noted that the ground is shale and the land is 
much higher elevation than other properties that have flooded.  Within the 30 years they’ve been there 
they haven’t noticed any erosion or flooding.   
 
Motion was made by Mohr and seconded by Tohal to recommend approval to the County Board. 

 
The motion passed unanimously on a 5-0 vote. 
 
The final item of business was to set the next meeting of the Planning Commission for Tuesday, April 12, 2016 at 
9:00 am. 
 
There being no further business, a motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Joan Doss, Asst. Zoning Administrator  


